**Atom\'s fruity centre**

Pears grow inside some heavy atoms, according to the most detailed peek yet at the nuclei in radium isotopes. In most elements, stable atoms have roughly spherical nuclei. But heavy, unstable atoms like radium can have arrangements of protons and neutrons with weird shapes. Studying the short-lived atoms could point to physics beyond the standard model (*Nature*, [DOI: 10.1038/nature12073](http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature12073){#interrefs10}).

**Arctic\'s acid test**

It\'s not all about melting ice. The Arctic Ocean is also acidifying faster than other oceans, according to a new report by the international [Arctic Monitoring](http://amap.no/){#interrefs20} and Assessment Programme. It warns that acidification threatens food webs and the indigenous people who depend on them.

**SARS-like virus deaths**

Within the past week, 13 new cases of coronavirus have been confirmed worldwide, including seven deaths in Saudi Arabia. This brings the total number of cases to 30, including 18 deaths. A sudden surge in cases suggests that the SARS-like virus may have spread more widely than previously suspected.

**Wild wildfires expected**

Firefighters battled through the weekend to [contain a wildfire in California that burned 11,000 hectares](http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_details_info?incident_id=780){#interrefs30}. The state\'s Department of Forestry and Fire Protection says this year\'s [wildfire season is likely to be unusually severe](http://www.fire.ca.gov/communications/communications_newsreleases_dry_winter_2013.php){#interrefs40} due to the ongoing drought in the country.

**3D print -- in space**

NASA plans to send a microgravity-proof 3D printer to the International Space Station by 2014. Built by company Made In Space, the goal is to allow astronauts to print spare parts as needed, rather than waiting for a resupply mission. Space miners could use 3D printers to turn asteroid or lunar soil into machinery.
